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Abstract

Economic development planning has a long-established tradition in Iran. Ideally, development
plans should be formulated based on the core principles of economic development paradigms.
However, it is not feasible to align a development plan perfectly with any single paradigm, as
certain elements may correspond with some paradigms while conflicting with others. This study
aims to assess the degree of alignment between the Seventh Progress Plan and the principles of
key economic paradigms through a detailed content analysis. In the first step, the fundamental
principles of various development paradigms were reviewed, and eight key dichotomies that
differentiate these paradigms were identified: 1-Growth vs. Equity 2- Industry vs. Agriculture 3-
Urban vs. Rural Development 4- Capital-Intensive vs. Labor-Intensive Strategies 5- Government
vs. Market 6- Open vs. Closed Economy 7-Sustainable vs. Unsustainable Development 8-
Natural Resources vs. Knowledge-Based Economy. Using the content analysis method, all
provisions of the Seventh Progress Plan were analyzed and categorized based on their orientation
toward these dichotomies. The comparison between the findings from the plan's content and the
core principles of economic paradigms reveals that the Seventh Progress Plan prioritizes equity,
emphasizes industrial development, and focuses on the advancement of underdeveloped and rural
areas. It also leans toward capital-intensive strategies, promotes open trade interactions, and
stresses the importance of sustainable development and knowledge-based growth. Therefore,
according to the results, the Seventh Progress Plan has been most consistent with the economic
development perspectives of institutionalists, green economy, and then Islamic economic
theories.
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