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Abstract

The unequal distribution of activities and resources across the nation and among provinces, and
the resulting disparities in the talents and capabilities of each region, have long been central
concern for the country’s social and economic institutions. Consequently, accurately determining
the position and status of these provinces, particularly regarding their development levels using
appropriate scientific methods, is of great significance. This study applies the Data Envelopment
Analysis (DEA) method to evaluate provincial development levels and assess their relative status.
Given that real-world data often include ambiguity and uncertainty, fuzzy DEA models are used
to address for these uncertainties, providing a more realistic and nuanced understanding of
developmental conditions across the provinces. In this research, 23 development indicators
across economic, social, and infrastructural dimensions were analyzed to compare and rank the
31 provinces of the country. The findings reveal significant disparities and a profound gap in the
distribution and allocation of resources and opportunities among provinces. Tehran and Isfahan
emerged as the most developed provinces, whereas Sistan and Baluchestan, Hormozgan,
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari, North Khorasan and Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad were identified
as the least developed. These results emphasize the urgent need for more equitable resource
allocation and greater attention to underprivileged provinces in national planning processes.
Finally, the results were cross-referenced with provincial spatial planning documents, and
targeted recommendations were proposed for foster development in high-potential regions and
provinces based on these findings.
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