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Abstract

Local development is a type of development that takes place at the local level and with local
resources. The purpose of this type of development is to empower the local community to solve
problems and organize things in their own hands. Social capital, as a multidimensional concept,
has a great impact on the development and sustainability of local areas. Accordingly, the present
study was conducted with the aim of analyzing the social capital of villagers in line with local
sustainable development in three villages of Bastamlu, Dormeshkanloo and Shorfeh in
Khodaafarin County, East Azerbaijan Province. For this purpose, using network analysis
questionnaires and direct interviews with network actors (members of rural development centers
in three regions), the bonds of trust and participation were examined. Macro-level indices of the
network including density, centralization, reciprocity, transitivity and mean geodesic distance
were calculated. The results showed that the villages of Bastamlu and Dormeshkanloo, due to
their high density and relatively strong ambivalence, have coherent social structures for
participatory development. In contrast, the village of Shorfeh, with its medium density and
centralization and poor transaction, has a more limited development capacity. In contrast, the
village of Shorfeh, with its medium density and ambivalence and poor transferability, has a more
limited development capacity. Therefore, it is necessary to provide a suitable platform for
participatory activities and achieving sustainable local development by providing a platform for
building trust, training and strengthening the spirit of participation and collective cooperation
among the members of rural development centers.
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