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Abstract

Sustainable development in rural areas requires a detailed understanding of the social
consequences of development plans, especially in areas in Taftan County where traditional social
networks play a social role. This research aimed to evaluate the social impacts of one of the rural
development projects in Taftan County, Sistan and Baluchestan Province, using a social network
analysis (SNA) approach. The quantitative research method and data were collected through
researcher-made questionnaires in the periods before and after the implementation of the project
from four villages of Kahnouk, Malekabad, Mirabad, and Nokabad in Taftan County and
analyzed with UCINET®6 software. Macro-network indicators including density, concentration,
reciprocity, transitivity, and average geodesic distance were examined. The results showed that
the implementation of the rural development plan has increased the density, reciprocity, and
transitivity of social networks and reduced concentration and geodetic distance, which indicates
strengthening social cohesion, more equitable distribution of information resources, and
enhancing the capacity for collective action in these communities. The main suggestion of the
research is that in the design and implementation of rural development plans, social network
structure analysis should be considered as an essential tool in the policy-making and planning
process in order to prevent unwanted social consequences and strengthen social sustainability in
rural areas.
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1. Transitivity
2. Geodesic Distance
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